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Casting your vote is a privilege that you take seriously. Before 
you place your mark beside the candidates of your choice, you 
want to know how your prospective elected officials view cer-
tain issues that are important to you.

As members of a coalition of organizations devoted to 
strengthening the institution of public education, you will be 
able to read how these candidates view important educational 
issues so you can make an informed decision when you go to 
the polls to vote. This coalition is a powerful voice for public 
education in Georgia. Represented are elected officials (school 
board members), school superintendents; school adminis-
trators; members of the PTA; retired educators; teachers; and 
members of other statewide organizations with a vested inter-
est in public education. 

We invited the candidates for governor, lieutenant governor, 
and superintendent of schools to answer the same six educa-
tion-related questions. These questions were designed to give 
insight into the candidates’ vision, philosophy on governance, 
and views on specific education issues.

All candidates were given a 300-word limit per question to 
complete their response. Their verbatim responses are provid-
ed. The answers were not edited in any way.
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Question 1:  If elected, what is your vision for public education in Georgia over the next four years? 

Mr. Carter’s Response: This year, our younger son Thomas started kindergarten and 
joined his brother Henry, a second-grader, at our neighborhood public school. Like parents 
across the state, we are counting on our schools to help build our kids’ futures. 
Georgia can—and must—be a state where our children get a good education and then go 
on to graduate to good jobs available right here at home. I am running for governor to 
protect that future. A bright future is possible, but the path we are on today will not take us 
there. 
As governor, my first priority will always be education. Education is economic develop-
ment. It creates opportunity, it attracts businesses to our state, and it prepares our students 
for the best jobs.
First, we have to end the shell game that has plagued education funding for too long. As 
governor, I will propose a separate education budget — a trust fund that will keep the poli-
ticians in Atlanta from raiding the education fund to pay for other things. 
Second, we have to end the visionless leadership that has forced our schools to confront 
change after change, year after year. I believe we must have a long-term, coherent focus 
on what drives educational success: our teacher workforce. I’ll focus every day on recruit-
ing, retaining and supporting the best possible teachers for our students. My wife Kate is 
a public school teacher, and I know our teachers are tired of being treated like they’re the 
only problem instead of part of the solution. 
Finally, we will restore the promise of HOPE by making sure we maximize the number of 
students who can afford college and technical school. That’s an investment that will pay 
off for those students and for the entire state as we reap the benefits of a highly skilled 
workforce. 

Mr. Deal’s Response: A strong education system leads to a strong economy. Both of my 
parents and my wife were teachers, so improving education has been and always will be 
a top priority for  me. Even through very hard economic times, I have prioritized educa-
tion spending. This year, I increased k-12 spending by more than half a billion dollars.  
 My vision for education includes spurring classroom innovation, providing students 
and educators greater access to resources, classes and tools and reforming our education 
funding formula to meet 21st century demands.  

Jason Carter, 
Democrat  

Nathan Deal, 
Republican  
Incumbent  
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Candidates for Governor – continued
Question 2: How would you describe what the partnership should be between state government and local 
school systems in Georgia? Explain your views on the roles and responsibilities of state and local governments 
for public education.

Mr. Carter’s Response: To achieve our common goal of providing a high quality education for ev-
ery child, we need true partnership between state government and local school systems. 
Unfortunately, the political climate during the last few years has dramatically undermined that part-
nership. In my view, the current administration has essentially abandoned this partnership and exac-
erbated tensions between the state and local boards.  
The state must work collaboratively with local boards to improve student achievement. To foster that 
working relationship, the state must uphold its end of the bargain—particularly when it comes to 
funding and ensuring local boards have the flexibility they need to encourage innovation and develop 

dynamic means of spurring academic achievement. The state can and should be doing more to increase transparency 
and provide timely information to local boards so that they can make the best decisions possible.
As it stands now, the state is chronically underfunding education year after year. The current administration is dishing 
out monstrous cuts and then blaming local school boards when those cuts have consequences. Local boards are forced 
to make the tough decisions in the wake of cuts from the state—to raise local property taxes, shorten the school year, 
close the schools, furlough teachers, increase class sizes, and cut programs including art and P.E. In fact, at least 91 
Georgia school districts have had to raise local tax rates to offset the state’s deep budget cuts. 
Local boards are closest and most responsive to the voters, the taxpayers and the parents of students. They should be 
trusted to make the best decisions for their districts. But they should also be equipped with the tools they need to do 
their job. 

Mr. Deal’s Response: State and local governments must work together as partners in order to 
educate our students. My budget this year included the biggest education funding increase in seven 
years. Rather than dictate how it should be spent, I partnered with local school systems to eliminate 
teacher furlough days, increase instructional days and give teachers raises. Local school districts 
must have flexibility to determine their students’ needs and how best to meet them.  

Question 3: Do you support vouchers, including tuition tax credits –i.e. public money going to private schools? 
If yes, do you believe those private schools receiving public funds should be held to the same accountability 
standards as public schools?

Mr. Carter’s Response: The Georgia Constitution requires that “the provision of an adequate 
public education for the citizens shall be a primary obligation of the State of Georgia.” It is 
critical that we devote our education dollars to improving public education statewide so that the 
maximum number of students receive the very best education possible. In 2013, I co-sponsored 
SB 243 to tighten the eligibility standards and cap the disbursements of the existing tax credit 
for private school students, and SB 77 to require that information about the private schools and 
eligible students receiving the tax assistance would be subject to open records law. 

Mr. Deal’s Response: When I came into office, the Student Scholarship Organization tax credit 
was in place. I’ve worked to increase greater transparency and accountability within the program, 
such as family income verification requirements.
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Question 4: The Common Core State Standards have been a discussion that has taken the forefront both lo-
cally and nationally. What is your position on the Common Core State Standards and why?

Candidates for Governor – continued

Mr. Carter’s Response: In the time that I have served in the state legislature, substantive debate on 
education policy has been supplanted by partisan posturing on curriculum, testing, and certification. I 
voted against abandoning Common Core because our state has been creating education policy by sound 
bite instead of creating sound policy. The focus has to be on having an honest, non-politicized conver-
sation about how we can work together to move our education system forward.
The real issue is the complete lack of vision at the state level with respect to education. Lack of vision 
has prevented us from allowing education standards to actually succeed or fail on their merits and keeps 
us lurching from one “shiny object” to the next with no real sense of how we move forward. For ex-

ample, I have had constituents report that their high school children have been taught under three or four different math 
curricula since kindergarten. Children in the same family will graduate under different standards, and children in the 
same grade, depending on whether they are in accelerated courses or not, are held to different standards. It isn’t fair to 
students, it isn’t fair to teachers, and it isn’t fair to parents.
Every change in teaching standards costs our state money and requires additional training and professional development 
for our teachers to learn the curriculum. But we’ve dramatically reduced the resources available for professional devel-
opment at the state level. We are asking teachers to do more than ever, but we aren’t giving them the resources they need 
to succeed. The lack of vision is bad for students, it is bad for educators, and ultimately it is bad for our state. 

Mr. Deal’s Response: Georgia standards must be rigorous and ensure a student is prepared for 
“college, career, and life.” I’ve charged the Board of Education with reviewing our current standards. 
Hearings are being held statewide, in each congressional district, and I encourage students, parents 
and teachers to attend. I want every student in Georgia to have the same educational opportunities as 
any state.

Question 5: What are your thoughts on an adequate funding formula for public education in Georgia? Should 
the Quality Basic Education funding formula be revised? Should a new formula be developed? Please explain 
your views.

Mr. Carter’s Response: The single biggest failure of Georgia’s current leadership—and the biggest 
drain on our economy—is the dismantling of our education system. Nowhere is that more clear than in 
the massive disinvestment in education funding. 
On average, Gov. Deal has underfunded K-12 education by more than $1 billion per year since taking 
office. For the 2014-2015 school year, he made his first attempt at closing Georgia’s education funding 
gap—but still missed the target by three-quarters of a billion dollars. 
The result? More than two-thirds of Georgia school districts have not taught the standard 180-day school 
year since Gov. Deal took office, with some districts cutting 30 or more instructional days. Since 2009, 

we have lost more than 9,000 classroom teachers. More than 95 percent of Georgia school districts have had to increase 
class sizes.
QBE may be due for revision, and I am not opposed to that. But it cannot be an excuse for shortchanging our education 
system. We have to commit to funding education at an appropriate level. Period. In order to address whether or not the 
funding formula should be revised, we have to first end the shell game and have an honest and transparent discussion with 
respect to funding education in our state. 

Continued on next page [ 
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Mr. Carter’s Response (continued from Question 5): I’ve proposed a separate education budget—
essentially a trust fund for education that will keep the politicians from raiding it to pay for other 
things. A separate education fund will make our investment in education the state’s top priority 
every year. 
Every year, the legislature would be forced to consider the state budget in two parts. The first part 
would be our budget for education. Once the education budget has been approved, we move on to 
funding the rest of the government. Each year, the budget would be balanced as is currently re-
quired.

Mr. Deal’s Response (Question 5) : The Quality Basic Education formula is a 1985 funding mod-
el for a 1985 classroom. It’s outdated and must be reviewed in order to maximize resources for the 
greatest outcomes for kids and reflect a 21st century classroom..

Question 6: School Improvement and Accountability are important in education to ensure our teachers and 
leaders in the schools are meeting their expectations. Georgia is on the cusp of rolling out the Teacher and 
Leader Keys Effectiveness System TKES/ LKES model to the entire state.  Do you think this model will 
strengthen student achievement?  If so how?

Mr. Carter’s Response: First and foremost, I believe that teachers and education leaders must be 
treated like the professionals that they are. Like any other profession, those who are involved in the 
practice of the profession likely have unique and important insights into how the profession should 
be governed and evaluated. Teachers should have the ability to have input into the evaluation sys-
tem, and meaningful peer review should have a place in any teacher evaluation system used in our 
state to ensure that our best teachers are helping elevate the profession on a daily basis. 
Ultimately, the Teacher and Leader Keys Effectiveness System could have a positive impact on 
teacher performance. And we all know that great teachers are the best tool we have in our arsenal 

when it comes to raising student achievement. But it is critical that we utilize any evaluation system not just as a 
punitive tool, but as a mechanism for giving constructive feedback as a part of an ongoing process of evaluation and 
improvement.  
There must be clear, measurable guidelines about what is expected of our teachers, and it is not fair to those in the 
profession to have those guidelines be the moving target of a state government without a clear vision about what our 
state education system looks like. Further, there must be processes by which teachers can work to improve their own 
weaknesses and demonstrate their improvement as they continue to develop professionally. 
And we have to do more to provide meaningful support for our teaching workforce. That means efforts to recruit, 
retain, and support teachers for the life of their careers, and engaging them as professionals in the decision making 
that will impact their careers—rather than dictating to them what is going to happen without meaningful input from 
the teaching community. 

Candidates for Governor – continued

Mr. Deal’s Response: This evaluation was developed with input from educators and stakeholders 
across the state and received overwhelming support in the Georgia General Assembly. I share your 
assessment of school improvement and accountability. This tool will help educators improve as pro-
fessionals while taking student progress into account.



Candidates for Lt. Governor

Question 1: If elected, what is your vision for public education in Georgia over the 
next four years?
Mrs. Stokes’ Response: My vision is the same now as it was when I made the first vote 
as a state senator is public education in Georgia should provide all children a chance to 
get a good education that will prepare them for a career that will lead them to a produc-
tive life.  I support a dedicated education budget first to prevent legislators from balanc-
ing the state budget by furloughing teachers, increasing class sizes, and cutting critical 
education programs.  A good education for Georgia’s children means prosperity for the 
future of this state.  I served on the senate appropriations committee as a senator and 
understand that the state budget is a statement of priorities-we cannot say education is 
first, and the first place to slash and cut is education.  Georgia needs a budgetary process 
that will protect education from the brutal cuts of the past.  As Lt. Governor I will make 
education a top priority “for real”.

Question 2: How would you describe what the partnership should be between state govern-
ment and local school systems in Georgia? Explain your views on the roles and responsibil-
ities of state and local governments for public education. 
Mrs. Stokes’ Response: The State and local governments should be partners in the education of 
Georgia’s children.  The state should be responsible for setting standards for the type of educa-
tion students can expect to get in Georgia.  These standards should assure that Georgia’s students 
will receive an education that will prepare them to compete with not just students from other 
states, but students from around the world.  On the local level the school boards/governing body 

should be responsive to the educational needs of the students in the local school districts and partner with the 
state to meet the educational needs of the local community.  

Connie Stokes, 
Democrat  

Continued on next page [ Page 6

*Mr. Cagle’s Response: Thank you for contacting us regarding your survey for can-
didates in the upcoming general election.  The Lt. Governor appreciates your partic-
ipation in the electoral process and applauds your efforts to educate Georgia voters 
about the critical issues facing our state.
Throughout his career in public service, Casey Cagle has been a champion for public 
education.  Working together, we have made great strides to add additional funding 
for public schools and to empower educators, parents, and students with the tools they 
need to find success in the 21stCentury global economy.
We have a standing policy of not responding to surveys during election season and 
instead would invite you to examine the Lt. Governor’s record of accomplishments 
and leadership on public education.  Actions certainly speak a lot louder than words- 
especially during a political campaign!
Thank you again for your passion and commitment to strengthening public education 
for Georgia’s children.

Casey Cagle, 
Republican
Incumbent  

* Special Note: Lt. Governor Casey Cagle chose to submit a statement in lieu of answering the coalition’s questions. 



Question 3:  Do you support vouchers, including tuition tax credits-  i.e. public money going 
to private schools? If yes, do you believe those private schools receiving   public funds should 
be held to the same accountability standards as public standards? 
Mrs. Stokes’ Response: No     

Question 4: The Common Core State Standards have been a discussion that has taken fore-
front both locally and nationally. What is your position on the Common Core State Stan-
dards and why?
Mrs. Stokes’ Response: I support Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS) be-
cause it provides what students must know at the end of each grade level.  Common Core stan-
dards ensure that students graduating from high school are prepared with the skills they need in 
life for college and careers.  They provide common requirements to ensure that students, parents, 

and teachers understand expectations and goals.  Working toward the goals means that our students will be pre-
pared to fill the estimated 62% of those jobs requiring post-secondary education in the next few years.
I support CCGPS because in a mobile society, where forty-five other states have adopted common core, Georgia’s 
students will be prepared and competitive wherever they live.  Today families are mobile and moving from state 
to state or district to district throughout Georgia causing issues with transfer credit.  These core standards resolve 
issues for students transferring out of state or from district to district. 
Finally, I support Common Core because it addresses concerns about maintaining local control yet these standards 
do not specify how teachers should teach, what materials should be used, or what curriculum should be used for 
instruction. These decisions continue to be made by the state and the local districts.

Question 5:  What are your thoughts on an adequate funding formula for public education 
in Georgia? Should the Quality Basic Education funding formula be revised? Should a new 
formula be developed? Please explain your views.
Mrs. Stokes’ Response: QBE was passed in the 1985 session of the legislature under the Joe 
Frank Harris administration.  Widespread agreement exists that the passage has added significant 
funding to flow to education in Georgia.  QBE provided a logical and comprehensive framework 
for providing a quality basic education to every student in Georgia. As with any legislation or pol-

icy we should continue to evaluate to see if QBE continued to meet the needs goals of providing the best education 
to Georgia’s children.   

Question 6: School Improvement and Accountability are important in education to ensure 
our teachers and leaders in the schools are meeting their expectations. Georgia is on the cusp 
of rolling out the Teacher and Leader Keys Effectiveness System TKES/LKES model to the 
entire state. Do you think this model will strengthen student achievement? If so, how?
Mrs. Stokes’ Response: This model will strengthen student achievement because these systems 
offer clear and precise indicators and resources to guide teachers and leaders to improved perfor-
mance which will positively impact student achievement.  Several of the piloted districts have 

partnered with the Georgia Department of Education to provide a resource for new districts beginning their journey 
with the Teacher Keys and Leader Keys Effectiveness Systems.  Feedback from the pilot program has indicated  
implementation would benefit the student teacher communications and overall learning environment. Therefore, 
implementation of this model will strengthen student achievement, and as Lt. Governor I will support this system.    
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Candidates for Lt. Governor – continued



Candidates for State School Superintendent  
Question 1:  If elected, what is your vision for public education in Georgia over the next four years? 

Mrs. Wilson’s Response: My vision is a public education system that provides all 
children with an equitable and quality public education that incorporates rigor and 
relevance. It is a vision that creates a rewarding experience for a new generation of 
learners who are prepared to be globally competitive with their peers across the coun-
try and abroad. Ultimately, it is a vision of a system that prepares children to be strong, 
productive citizens who enjoy successful lives. In order to achieve this vision, I have 
identified four top priorities: The first focus is restoring and increasing the K-12 budget, 
recouping the billions of dollars lost to public education and bringing the budget current 
to today’s actual costs and needs; second, working to alleviate the use of public dollars 
to support private schools through vouchers, income tax credits, and the proliferation 
of for-profit charter schools; third, working with DOE staff, local districts, teachers, 
parents and students, I would move forward with the implementation of Common Core 
actively soliciting and utilizing their input; and finally, empowering teachers and engag-
ing parents to ensure success for our students.

Mr. Woods’ Response: We must go out into our communities and have an honest 
discussion with our parents, teachers, students, and concerned citizens about what they 
want education in Georgia to look like. As state school superintendent, I will hold a se-
ries of community listening sessions with community members and their local legislative 
delegation to get input and feedback on educational polices. I also plan to hold regular 
meetings with education organizations and other community groups in order to find 
ways to move education forward in our state. 
During the course of my campaign, I have had success with using multiple forms of 
marketing to get my message out to Georgians from across this state. This strength will 
serve me well as state school superintendent as I communicate where we want to go in 
education and how we are going to get there. 
I feel that one of the biggest challenges facing public education in Georgia is a lack of 
communication regarding the successes that are occurring every day in our classrooms. 
We have dedicated teachers and students who are making great strides. I will work hard 
to market that message. 
Ultimately, I believe in classroom-focused and child-centered decision making. Policy 
decisions must be made in the context of what will support our classroom professionals 
and increase student achievement.  
From the onset of this campaign, I launched a C4 plan (http://woodsforsuper.com/c4so-
lutions). This solutions-based plan is what our teachers, parents, students, and taxpayers 
deserve.  

Richard Woods, 
Republican  

Valarie Wilson, 
Democrat  
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Question 2: How would you describe what the partnership should be between state government and local 
school systems in Georgia? Explain your views on the roles and responsibilities of state and local governments 
for public education.

Candidates for State School Superintendent – continued

Mrs. Wilson’s Response: While serving on my local board of education, I gained a unique per-
spective on the current relationship between the state government and local school systems, leaving 
me with real world thoughts on what that relationship should be. The partnership between state 
government and local school systems has to be a collaborative one in which state and local leaders 
respect each other’s authority, role and responsibility. I believe that people and institutions closest 
to the students, most knowledgeable about the system, and most invested in the welfare and success 
of the system’s students, educators and communities, are best suited to making key decisions for 
local school systems. Decisions related to operation, leadership, staffing, academics, teaching, and 

improvement should be made at the local level. I believe the state government should develop laws and policies that 
influence those decisions, but those policies and laws should be directly related to education laws, regulations, and 
related compliance rules and requirements. If at any time either the state government or local school districts move 
outside of their intended roles, dysfunction follows.

Mr. Woods’ Response: As a conservative, I deeply believe in the local control of public educa-
tion. I believe that the role of the Georgia Department of Education and the rest of state govern-
ment should be to support our teachers, students, and local communities. I have been steadfast in 
my opposition to unfunded mandates and unnecessary regulations that impede the autonomy of 
teachers and local school boards.
Education should not be micromanaged by an office in Washington or Atlanta. The best decisions 
are those made by those closest to students and schools – by parents, educators, and community 
members. 

Question 3: Do you support vouchers, including tuition tax credits –i.e. public money going to private schools? 
If yes, do you believe those private schools receiving public funds should be held to the same accountability 
standards as public schools?

Mrs. Wilson’s Response: I do not support vouchers, tuition tax credits, or any initiative that allows 
public funds to be sent to private schools. I feel that the public education system in Georgia has been 
poorly funded for many years, and any programs that drain funds away from the system are detri-
mental to its success. We should instead focus on improving the public education system, doing the 
hard work that is necessary to create a world class system that meets the needs of the more than one 
million students we serve. Should any public funding going to private schools, I absolutely believe 
they should be held to the same accountability standards as public schools.

Mr. Woods’ Response: Though I believe that parents have a right to homeschool their child or 
allow them to attend a private school, Georgia’s Constitution is clear that the primary obligation 
of the state is to provide a quality public education for our children. Our first priority should be to 
fully funding our public schools – other options can be explored once that commitment is met.  
I have been consistent in raising caution about private entities accepting public money and have 
made protecting the autonomy and independence of private and homeschooling a central plank of 
my campaign platform. Accepting these monies could potentially mean accepting the government 
mandates that go with them – testing, admission, transportation requirements, etc.  

As state superintendent, I will focus on maximizing opportunities for our students within the public education sys-
tem. Providing multiple paths to graduation, coupled with a more flexible curriculum (i.e. counting a Journalism 
course as English credit or Accounting as Math credit) would increase relevance and expand opportunities for our 
students to succeed. I am committed to working with other state agencies and nonprofits to strengthen our K-12 
education system’s partnerships with local business and colleges/universities.
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Candidates for State School Superintendent – continued

Question 4: The Common Core State Standards have been a discussion that has taken the forefront both 
locally and nationally. What is your position on the Common Core State Standards and why?

Mrs. Wilson’s Response: I support Common Core Standards because I believe these standards 
are nationally and internationally aligned, and assist our educators with preparing students to 
compete for jobs in a specialized global economy. They are aligned with college expectations for 
college readiness, and support student readiness for work upon graduation from high school. They 
provide rigor and more comprehensive content. More importantly, I believe they help us begin 
to address some of the inequities that exist in our schools today. Therefore, I believe that Com-
mon Core must be implemented with the full support of educators, and the state’s department of 
education. Local school districts must do everything within their power to ensure that educators 

are prepared to implement. I think we must recognize that educators have been burdened with implementation of 
various standards in Georgia over a short period of time, and while they are prepared to move forward with Com-
mon Core, we have to provide adequate professional development to support them in implementation. In addition, 
we must also provide a relevant assessment of teacher performance and student learning for Common Core, or we 
will create another failed process. The current teacher evaluation system connected with Common Core causes me 
concern, because there has not been the level of input from educators that I believe necessary. However, this can 
and must be corrected as we move forward.

Mr. Woods’ Response: In 2010, I raised concerns about the Common Core Standards and other 
reforms that were a part of accepting Race to the Top federal funding. My biggest concern was 
Georgia taxpayers and local school systems being on the hook for the long-term costs of sustain-
ing these reforms once the one-time grant money ran out. I also felt that the terms of these reforms 
were being set by Washington and not by Georgia parents, teachers, or school board members. I 
knew that arbitrary deadlines for implementation and overprescribed requirements (i.e. 50% of 
a teacher’s evaluation be linked to test scores) would cause harm to our educational system with 
Georgia’s students paying the price. A lot of these characteristics echoed the micromanagement 

approach that the federal government attempted to use with No Child Left Behind. 
Even my opponent has softened her full support of Common Core and other Race to the Top initiatives by promis-
ing a review of the standards and other policies. The word “review” is just another word for being willing to make 
necessary changes – a position that I have held since the onset. 
In contrast, I bring a proactive approach to these issues – with my experience cautioning me to the possible pitfalls 
of these and other reforms without the see-as-we-go mentality of my opponent. 
Since 2010, I have been articulating the need for a diagnostic approach to standardized testing, a fair method for 
evaluating teachers, and standards that are developed with the input and feedback of Georgia teachers and parents.  

Question 5: What are your thoughts on an adequate funding formula for public education in Georgia? Should 
the Quality Basic Education funding formula be revised? Should a new formula be developed? Please explain 
your views.

Mrs. Wilson’s Response: The QBE funding formula has never been fully funded. Therefore, I 
don’t believe we have an adequate funding formula for public education in Georgia. I intend to 
work with key stakeholders, including but not limited to administrators, teachers and local board 
members to develop a funding formula that meets the diverse needs of rural and urban districts and 
our growing student population.

Continued on next page [ Page 10



Mrs. Wilson’s Response: While I believe the newly adopted Teacher Evaluation System is a 
better tool than what we previously used, I am concerned that as it is currently intended to be 
implemented it will not strengthen student achievement. If we truly believe the teacher is the 
most important factor in a student’s success in school, we must believe the evaluation system 
used to determine whether or not they are meeting expectations is anchored in good instruction 
and supports a teacher’s ability to be successful with students. To that end, the evaluation system 
should be developed in collaboration with teachers. It should be clear and provide rigorous expec-
tations, have multiple measures and ratings, have regular feedback, and provide data that allows 

the teacher to continue to improve. I believe many factors impact a student’s achievement and learning, and the 
current model has too much focus on one factor - standardized tests, which will not allow teachers the flexibility 
to provide true instruction, which results in authentic student achievement and learning.

Mr. Woods’ Response (Question 5): The state’s primary responsibility is to provide adequate 
funding for our schools is enshrined in Georgia’s Constitution.  Our state’s future depends on the 
quality of the education that is provided to our children and grandchildren.  
Though well-intended, the Quality Basic Education funding formula needs to be updated. Though 
a big strength with QBE is its recognition that students have different needs and challenges, the 
cumbersome and bureaucratic nature of the current funding formula has created needless confu-
sion among school districts, policymakers, and the general public.  

I support streamlining the funding formula while protecting the integrity of the constitutional commitment to ade-
quately fund a quality education for every child. 

Candidates for State School Superintendent – continued

Question 6: School Improvement and Accountability are important in education to ensure our teachers and 
leaders in the schools are meeting their expectations. Georgia is on the cusp of rolling out the Teacher and 
Leader Keys Effectiveness System TKES/ LKES model to the entire state.  Do you think this model will 
strengthen student achievement?  If so how?

Mr. Woods’ Response: I agree that changes need to be made in the way we evaluate our 
teachers and educational leaders but I feel that the TKES/LKES model is continuing us down 
the wrong path. I have not seen the type of paradigm shift that is needed with our testing system 
(one that is diagnostic) to make the new teacher evaluation model effective.
 Even with the new Milestones, the assessment will still be given at the very end of the year 
– too late to make course corrections in instruction and not used as an instrument to measure 
real growth. Though “growth” has been a popular buzzword, the plan under TKES is to use the 
score from one end-of-the-year exam to project what a student should make on another end-of-

the-year exam. I have concerns about the validity/reliability of this.
As a former high school teacher, I also see pitfalls with the student scores of more general middle school sub-
jects being used to predict the scores of vastly more specific high school subjects. The TKES model doesn’t take 
into account a teacher’s class size or number of preps. Local support and resources differ widely from district to 
district – a fact that is also missing from the TKES calculation.  
Overall, I feel there is an overemphasis on test scores and the unnecessary amount of paperwork/data collecting 
that is being placed on our teachers. As a school administrator, I understand the negative impact of placing addi-
tional time requirements on our state’s administrators. Some systems are having to hire full time evaluators – an 
unfunded mandate. 
We must have an accountability system that treats our teachers as professionals. Any accountability measures 
that are utilized must be centered on the clarity and validity of data that is collected so that parent- and teach-
er-driven school improvement can be effectively pursued.
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Jason Carter is running for Governor of Georgia because he believes in Georgia at its best – Georgia’s kids 
learning in the very best schools, an economy that works for middle class families, and an honest government 
that works for everyone.
Jason currently serves in the Georgia State Senate. Since being elected, Jason has worked across partisan and 
geographic lines to bring honest debate to the state legislature on issues that matter to Georgia’s families.
In the Senate, Jason has fought for public education and to protect the HOPE Scholarship for Georgia fam-
ilies all across the state. He has worked to make sure that small businesses get the same benefits that big 
companies do, earning him an “A” from the Georgia Chamber of Commerce and the National Federation of 
Independent Business-Georgia for his work in the Senate in 2012. He has been a tireless advocate for stron-
ger ethics laws to make sure that Georgia has an honest government that works for everyone.

As a Senate freshman, Jason was selected to participate in the Carl Vinson Institute of Government’s bipartisan Georgia Leg-
islative Leadership Institute. He has been honored with awards from numerous organizations including the Sheltering Arms 
Early Learning Centers, Common Cause Georgia, and the Georgia Commission on Family Violence, and he has twice received 
Environmental Leadership awards from Georgia Conservation Voters.
Jason is an attorney at Bondurant, Mixson & Elmore LLP where, in addition to his business litigation practice, he has logged 
hundreds of pro bono hours litigating on behalf of some of Georgia’s most vulnerable citizens. He fought to protect voting 
rights and challenged an overtly partisan reapportionment of the state Senate. For his service, Jason has received the Stuart 
Eizenstat Award from the Anti-Defamation League.
Jason serves on the boards of several charitable and public interest organizations including Hands On Atlanta, the DeKalb 
Women’s Resource Center to End Domestic Violence, and the Georgia Bar Foundation. He is a member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Carter Center and the Emory University Board of Visitors.
Jason is a ninth-generation Georgian. Jason and his wife Kate, a public high school teacher, have two young sons and live in 
Atlanta.

Under Gov. Nathan Deal’s leadership, Georgia has risen to become the No. 1 place in the nation in which to 
do business, a goal achieved by creating the Competitiveness Initiative, reforming our tax code, shaping our 
educational system to support our workforce needs and recruiting businesses to relocate here.
As Georgia’s 82nd governor since January 2011, he has cut state taxes, eliminated state agencies, reduced the 
state government workforce, saved HOPE from the brink of bankruptcy, championed education innovations 
and implemented significant cost-saving reforms in our criminal justice system. He fought to increase pub-
lic safety on our waterways, improved our workforce by aiding veterans and technical college students and 
enacted stricter rules on lobbying to boost public trust.
Though he has reduced the size of state government, Gov. Deal has prioritized education and child safety 
funding as state revenues rebound from the Great Recession. In 2014, the governor increased K-12 spending 
by more than half a billion dollars, the largest increase in education in seven years. As concerned about our  

     children’s safety as he is about their education, Gov. Deal has also started a three-year plan to add nearly 500   
     new child welfare case workers at DFCS.
Gov. Deal’s public service to his state spans four decades. The Sandersville native served in the U.S. Army at Fort Gordon in 
Augusta after graduating with a law degree from Mercer University, and then began a private law practice in Gainesville, the 
hometown of his wife, Sandra Dunagan Deal. While his wife taught in Hall County public schools, the governor began a long 
span of service to his community as prosecutor, judge, state senator and U.S. congressman.
During his 17 years in Congress, Deal rose to chair the Health Subcommittee of Energy and Commerce, where he became a 
noted expert on entitlement reform and health care policy.
Deal ended his congressional career to campaign for governor, becoming the Republican nominee in August 2010 and then 
winning the governorship in November of that year.
The governor and first lady have four adult children and six grandchildren.

Jason Carter, 
Democrat  

Nathan Deal, 
Republican  
Incumbent 
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Former Senator Connie Stokes is the 2014 Democratic Nominee for Lt. Governor of Georgia. She is a public servant, com-
munity advocate, and a business woman.  She was a Senator for ten years and a county commissioner for six. Connie Stokes 
has experience as a real estate broker and a management consultant. She recently became the Democratic Nominee for the 
2014 primary election.   

Stokes has strong leadership experience including, but not limited to the tutelage of former Governor Roy Barnes who 
charged Stokes with getting his legislation passed out of the senate. Additionally, Former Lieutenant Governor Mark Taylor 
appointed Stokes to the leadership position of Chairwoman of the Senate Health and Human Services committee; where she 
directed the work for Healthcare legislation passing out the senate. She also served on the Senate Appropriations, Banking, 
and Insurance committees along with a host of other special purpose committees.

Stokes continued to distinguish herself while serving on the Dekalb County Commission. She chaired the Budget and Fi-
nance Committee and worked for efficiency in government and a balanced budget. Her outstanding leadership landed her an

      appointment to the national board of directors of the National Association of County Officials (NACO). She is known for   
                   getting things done.

Stokes is running for Lt. Governor to get Georgia back on track buy putting education first, creating jobs, expanding Medicaid, and support-
ing open and honest government.  She has a long list of awards from organizations recognizing her for the difference she has made as a public 
servant. A few Awards include the YWCA Academy of Women Achievers, the Gender Justice Award, the ABL Women of Vision, and the Acme 
Award. Some of her formal leadership trainings include Toll and Fleming Fellowships, as well as a graduate of Leadership DeKalb, Leadership 
Atlanta, Leadership Rockdale, Regional Leadership Institute, The Leadership College at UNC at Chapel Hill, The Japanese Exchange Program, 
and The Foreign Policy Institute.

Stokes hosted a weekly television talk show for twelve years providing information about people, places, events, and activities to enhance your 
quality of life.  She is also sought-after public speaker and serves as a Distinguished Toastmaster with Toastmasters International (DTM). She 
holds a Master’s Degree in Public Administration in Public Management from California State University; A bachelor’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration in Marketing from Georgia State University; and an Associate Degree from The Art Institute of Atlanta.  She is a graduate of David 
T. Howard High School.  She is married to Dr. James A. Stokes and they have three adult sons, and two grandsons. They reside in Lithonia, 
Georgia and are members of St. Philip AME Church. 

Connie Stokes, 
Democrat  

Lowell S. “Casey” Cagle was born January 12, 1966, in Gainesville, Georgia. Raised by a single mother, Casey learned 
early the challenges that single-parent families face. But with the love and support of his mother, Casey overcame these 
challenges against many odds. Since childhood, his mother instilled the values of hard-work and honesty that define Casey 
Cagle’s career in public service.

After a leg injury ended his dreams of playing college football, Casey returned to Gainesville in 1986 and became the 
proprietor of his first small business, a tuxedo rental company. At just twenty years old, Casey began realizing the American 
dream as his business expanded throughout North Georgia. After founding Southern Heritage Bank in 1999 and earning his 
reputation as a community and business leader in Gainesville, Casey focused his efforts on serving the citizens of Georgia. 
In 1994, he was elected the youngest state Senator at just 28 years old, and was overwhelmingly reelected five times.

In the Senate, Casey rapidly established himself as a capable and effective lawmaker. He was appointed to serve as Chair-
man of the Finance Committee, Vice Chairman of Science and Technology, and as a member of the Appropriations Commit-
tee and Natural Resources Committee. Casey’s ability to build consensus made him a successful leader in lowering taxes,   

     protecting private property rights, and standing up for Georgia’s families.

In 2006, Casey Cagle became Georgia’s 11th Lieutenant Governor. As the first ever Republican in Georgia to serve in that office, Casey applied 
his conservative principles to help make Georgia a place where businesses could grow and families could prosper. Championing the Charter 
Systems Act and a driving force behind the state’s Career Academy Initiative, Casey improved education in our state while providing a career 
technical education path for Georgia’s high school students.

Casey’s leadership has been recognized beyond Georgia as well. After being named one of the 100 most influential Georgians, Casey was one of 
four public servants in the country to be honored by the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools with the Champion for Charters Award.

Throughout his years in public service, Casey has always fought to lower taxes and cut wasteful spending. As a state senator, he was a leader in 
the legislative effort to simplify Georgia’s corporate tax code and cosponsored legislation that would completely phase the state income tax out 
of existence. During his time as Lt. Governor, he led the effort to cut nearly $3 billion in government spending and championed important tax 
cuts to help encourage business development and job creation in Georgia.

An avid triathlete, Casey leads Healthy Kids Georgia, an effort to encourage local partnerships that introduce children to healthy lifestyle op-
tions.  Under the slogan of “Be Fit.  Be Healthy.  Be You.” the initiative helps acquaint our children with ways to improve their health and well-
ness.  Together, local communities are beginning to stem the tide of childhood obesity in ways that are proven to increase academic achievement 
and reduce long-term healthcare costs.

Above all, Casey acknowledges that his family is his greatest accomplishment. Married to his high school sweetheart Nita, Casey is the proud 
father of his three sons, Jared, Grant, and Carter.

Casey Cagle, 
Republican
Incumbent  
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Valarie joined the school board of the City Schools of Decatur in 2002 and became the moving force behind the 
establishment of the College Heights Early Childhood Learning Center, acting on research that shows that early 
childhood education is critical to success in the K-12 years.
As Board Chair from 2005-2011, Valarie helped to turn around the finances of the district. Through a forceful—if 
sometimes painful—reorganization, the district was able to move forward with no teacher furloughs or shorten-
ing of the school year.

Valarie joined the Georgia School Boards Association in 2009 and was its president in 2012-2013. She helped 
create the Vision for Public Education in Georgia, an educational framework for boards that included input from 
board members, superintendents, teachers, teaching colleges, elected officials, parents and students. Over 80 
percent of state school board systems have begun to implement the Vision’s recommendations.

As GSBA president, Valarie spoke out against Amendment 1, the public referendum that has created an extra layer of bureaucracy 
for approving charter schools. She has also served on Governor Deal’s Education Advisory Board and was a member of the Decatur 
Education Foundation.
Valarie is currently Executive Director of the Atlanta BeltLine Partnership, Inc. Previously she was Director of the Human Services 
Department in Fulton County, responsible for an annual budget of $26 million and directing programs that serve the elderly, chil-
dren and youth. She has also been Director of Fulton County’s Office of Aging.
A native of Swainsboro, Georgia, Valarie is a graduate of Clark College and completed graduate studies in public administration at 
Troy State University. She now lives in Decatur with her husband, Carter, and son, Nicholas, a senior at Georgia State University.

Richard Woods knows that for change to be effective you must involve those who are impacted directly – our stu-
dents, parents, and teachers. That is why in 2010, Richard raised concerns about the adoption of Common Core 
and the acceptance of Race to the Top federal monies.
Richard is committed to child focused and classroom centered decision-making that will put an end to Washing-
ton micromanaging.
Richard supports a fair instrument for evaluating teachers, a diagnostic approach to standardized testing, and 
standards that are Georgia grown, whereas his opponent seeks to continue us down the path of failed federal 
policies.
Richard’s educational background coupled with his conservative principles gives him the wisdom to pursue and 
promote policies that support our students and teachers.

                   Richard has the educational and business experience needed to lead Georgia’s schools. He will be ready 
       on day one.
Pre-K through 12th Grade Experience
Richard Woods has over 22 years of  pre-k through 12th grade experience in public education. As an administrator for a Title 1 
school, Richard worked hard to ensure that each child’s academic needs were met -- each year during his tenure, the school met AYP 
in every student subgroup.
As a high school social studies teacher for fourteen years, Richard served as: Department Chair, Teacher Mentor, Student Advisor, 
and Teacher of the Year
For over eight years, Richard served in multiple administrative roles: Assistant Principal, K-5 Curriculum Director, Testing Coordi-
nator, Pre-K Director, Middle School Alternative Director, High School Alternative School Director, Home School Administrator, 
and Hospital Homebound Administrator  
Church Experience
As a man of faith, Richard has a record of serving youth and his community. Within his church, he has served in multiple capacities: 
Youth Director, Sunday School Teacher, Vacation Bible School Teacher, and Teacher in Kenya for Missionary Trip
Private Business Experience
Having worked in the private sector for many years, Richard will bring a unique skill set to this position: Purchasing Agent with 
experience managing multi-million dollar budgets efficiently and effectively, and a Small Business Owner. 

Valarie Wilson, 
Democrat  

Richard Woods 
Republican  
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